At first sight it may appear strange that the knowledge of cutaneous diseases (which from their situation come so immediately under the eye,) has not kept pace with that of other and apparently much more obscure disorders ; and that the information possessed by the great mass of practitioners respecting them, should be more slender and superficial than upon almost any other class of diseases ; and we may perhaps be excused for noticing some of the circumstances which appear to have contributed to this lack of knowledge.
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The great number of these diseases would not be an obstacle to our knowledge of them, if their characters were constant, and their appearance in the different stages always similar; this, however, is far from being the case; many cutaneous diseases at the time when they come under the notice of the practitioner being much altered in appearance, partly from neglect on the patient's side, partly from the chronic nature of many of these affections, and often from the abuse of a variety of local applications. Many of the diseases of the skin, too, are not of that importance to induce the patient to seek admission into hospitals. Favus. Under the genuine name favus, which corresponds to the porrigo of Willan, Bateman, and others; to the teigne of Alibert and Mahon, and to the tinea of other writers, Mr. Erichsen includes only two species, viz., favus dispersus (porrigo lupinosa, Willan,) and favus confertus (porrigo scutulata of others). Hitherto the greatest confusion has prevailed in this division of the subject. Thus Willan and Bateman make six species of porrigo, viz., P. larvalis, P. furfurans, P. lupinosa, P. scutulata, P. favosa, and P. decalvans. Mr. E., however, has shown that porrigo larvalis and P. favosa are species of impetigo, P. furfurans a species of eczema; and that the partial baldness described by Willan under the name P. decalvans, is merely the result of the destruction of the hair from a previous attack of favus dispersus, or confertus. Alibert has described five varieties, under the genuine name tinea, viz., teigne faveuse, T. granulee, T. furfuracee, T. muqueuse, and T. amiantacee. The teigne faveuse of Alibert is very distinct from the porrigo favosa of Willan, and the T. furfuracee and T. amiantacee are varieties of chronic eczema.
Cazenave and Schedel make four species of porrigo ; viz., P. favosa, P. scutulata, P. granulata, and P. larvalis; the P. granulata and P. larvalis they consider to be more closely allied to impetigo than to porrigo ; and their P. favosa is identical with the P. lupinosa of Willan. Rayer admits four species of tinea (which term he employs only because it has been long in use), viz., T. favosa, T. annulare, T. granulata, and 
